A BILL

For

ANACTTOELIMINATE VIOLENCE IN PRIVATEAND PUBLICL IFE, PROHIBIT ALL FORMSOF
VIOLENCE INCLUDING PHYSICAL, SEXUAL, PSYCHOLOGICAL, DOMESTIC, HARMFUL
TRADITIONAL PRACTICES; DISCRIMINATION AGAINST PERSONSAND TOPROVIDE
MAXIMUM PROTECTION AND EFFECTIVE REMEDIESFORVICTIMSAND PUNISHMENT OF
OFFENDERS.

Soonsors. Hon. BintaMas Garba
Hon.

COMMENCEMENT SECTION: Enacted by the National Assembly of the Federal Republic
of Nigeria

Preamble

CONCERNED about the endemic nature of violence, which has permeated all spheresand
sectors, affecting peaceful co-existencein the society aswell asconstituting acontinuing threat
to our democracy and development asapeople and anation,

RECOGNIZING that violence has eaten deep into the fabric of our society and isseriously
threatening thefamily asthebasic unit of the society;

CONCERNED that violenceaffectswomen, girlsand other vulnerable groupsdisproportionately
and hasbeen recognized asthe most pervasiveform of violation of their humanrights;

NOTING that governmentsand theinternationa community have started to recogni zethe socio-
economic costsof violenceand it hasbeen put firmly asahuman rightsissue;

RECALLING nternationd standards, in particular, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
(UDHR), international Covenant on Civil and Palitical Rights (ICCPR), Rome Statute of the
International Criminal Court and the UN Declaration on Violence Against Women that urged
State Partiesto condemn violence and promote positive aspects of our custom, tradition or
religionthat abhorsviolence; refrain from engaging or condoning any form of violence; exercise
duediligenceto prevent, investigate and in accordance with nationd |egidation, punish acts of
violence, whether those actsare perpetrated in the public or private spherein peace or conflict
stuationsby the state or private persons,

CONSIDERING dsothat the Nigerian government hasratified the African Charter on Human
and Peoples Rightsand itsProtocol onthe Rightsof Women that entrenched firmly theprinciple
of equaity and non discrimination, enjoined governmentsto take all appropriate and effective
measures especially inlegidative, administrative, social and economic measuresasmay be
necessary to ensurethe prevention, punishment and eradication of all formsof violence against
women;
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NOTING that peace in the family and society is a prerequisite to sustainable democracy and
development and that government hasan obligationtoimplement dl internationa and regiond tregties,
declarations, resol utionsand recommendationsamed at condemning, prohibiting and preventing all
actsof violence and bringing perpetratorsto justicein accordance with international standardsonfair
trial, and to provide effective remedies both rehabilitative and re-integrativeto victimsof violence;

RECOGNIZING that cultureisadynamic vaue system and the need to promote a positive cul ture of
human rightsand zero toleranceto al formsof violence and éiminate negative d ementsof cultureand
stereotyping of men and women,

AFFIRMING that the Congtitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeriacontainsabill of rightsthat
protectsall without discrimination and guaranteestheright tolife, right to persond liberty, dignity of the
human person and specificaly prohibitstorture, inhuman or degrading trestment including forced labour,
davery and servitude,

CONVINCED thet thegovernment hastheobligationto develop crimind, civil, [abour and adminigtrative
sanctionsin domesticlegidation to punish and redressthewrongs caused to personswho are subjected
toviolence,

BEIT THEREFORE ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal Republic of Nigeriaas
follows

Everyone hastheright to freedom and security of the person, whichincludestheright to befreefrom
al formsof violencein privateor public spheres, in peaceand conflict Situations.

PART 1 OFFENCES

1.(1) A personcommitstheoffenceof rapeif

€) (i) heintentionally penetratesthevagina, anusor mouth of awoman with hispenisor
(i1) heintentionally penetratesthevagina, anusor mouth of awoman with any other part of
hisbody or anythingelse.

(b) thewoman does not consent to the penetration; or

(© the consent isobtained by force or meansof thresat or intimidation of any kind or by fear of
harm or by means of fal seand fraudul ent representation asto the nature of the act or inthe
case of amarried woman by impersonating her husband

(2) A person guilty of an offenceunder thissectionisliabletoimprisonment for life. However, where
thevictimislessthan 14 yearsof age, theoffender shall beliableto aminimum of 20 yearsimprisonment
andinall other casesto aminimum of 14 yearsimprisonment

(3) Wheretheact described under this sectioniscommitted by agroup of personsonthevictim, the
offenceshall beknown asgang rape and on conviction the personsshall beliableto aminimum of 20
yearsimprisonment.

(4) The court may also award appropriate compensation to the victim asit may deem fit in the
circumstance.




(5) Theforegoing subsection shal not prejudiceany civil actionthat may arisefrom such act or the standard
of proof requiredinsuch action.

2. (1) A person commitsthe offence of indecent assault if:

(8 for whatever reason other than sexud , heintentiondly penetratesthe vagina, anusor mouth of awoman
with any part of hisbody other than the penisor with anything el se; and

(b) thevictim does not consent to the penetration; or

(c) the consent isobtained by force or by meansof threat or intimidation of any kind or by fear of harmor
by means of fal se and/or fraudul ent representation asto the nature of the act or by deception of any kind
whatsoever.

(2) A person convicted of an offence under thissection shal beliableto 20 yearsimprisonment wherethe
victimisunder 14 yearsof age, and 14 yearsimprisonment inall other cases.

(3) Thecourt may aso award gppropriate compensation tothevictim asit may deemfit inthecircumstances.

(4) Theforegoing subsection shall not prejudiceany civil action that may arisefrom or that may bebrought
inrespect of such act or the standard of proof requiredin such action.

3.(1) Any personwho sexually abuses, assaults, exploits, harasses or intimidates another commitsan
offenceunder thisAct andisliable upon conviction to aterm of imprisonment not exceeding four yearsor
afinenot exceeding N200, 000 or to both such fine and imprisonment.

(2) Any personwho attemptsto commit theact of violence provided for in subsection (1) of this Section
isguilty of an offenceandisliableon conviction to imprisonment for aterm not exceeding two yearsor to
fine not exceeding N100, 000.00 or to both such fine and imprisonment.

(3) Any personwhoincites, aids, abets, or counselsanother person to commit the act of violence as
provided for insub section (1) of this Sectionisguilty of theoffenceandisliableon convictiontoimprisonment
for aterm not exceeding two years or to fine not exceeding N100, 000.00 or to both such fine and
imprisonment.

(4) Any personwho receivesor ass stsanother who to his’her knowledge committed the offence provided
forinsub section (1) of this Section aboveisan accessory after thefact andisthereforeliabletoimprisonment
for aterm not exceeding two years or to fine not exceeding N100, 000.00 or to both such fine and
imprisonment.

4.(1) (i) Any personwhowilfully causesor inflictsphysical injury onanother person by meansof aany
wespon, substance or object commitsan offenceand isliable on conviction to imprisonment not exceeding
fiveyearsor afinenot exceeding N100, 000:00 or to both such fine and imprisonment;
(i) Any personwho attemptsto commit the act of violence provided for in subsection (i) of this
sectionisquilty of an offence andisliableon conviction toimprisonment for aterm not exceeding
threeyearsor to afine not exceeding N20, 000:00 or to both such fineand imprisonment;
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(iii) Any personwhoincites, aids, abets, or counsalsanother personto commit the act of violence
provided for in subsection (i) of thissectionisguilty of an offence, andisliableon convictionto
imprisonment for aterm not exceeding threeyears or to afine not exceeding N20, 000:00 or to
both such fineand i mprisonment;

(iv) Any personwho receivesor assistsanother who to hisknowledgeisguilty of the offence
provided for in subsection (i) of thissection, isan accessory after thefact andisguilty of an offence
and liable on conviction to imprisonment for aterm not exceeding three yearsor to afine not
exceeding N20, 000:00 or to both such fineand imprisonment.

(2) Thecourt may aso award gppropriate compensationtothevictimasit may deemfitinthecircumstance.

(3) Theforegoing subsection shall not prejudice any civil action that may arise from such act or the
standard of proof requiredinsuch action.

5. Any person who coercesanother to engagein any act to the detriment of that other person’sphysical or
psychol ogica wellbeing commitsan offence and upon convictionisliableto threeyearsimprisonment.

6.(1) Any personwhowilfully or knowingly placesapersoninfear of physica injury commitsan offence
andisliableon convictionto imprisonment for aterm not exceeding two yearsor to afine not exceeding
N20,000:00 or to both such fine and imprisonment.

(2) Any person who attemptsto commit the act of violence as provided for in subsection (i) of this
Sectionisguilty of an offence and isliabletoimprisonment for aterm not exceeding oneyear or to afine
not exceeding N10, 000 or to both such fineand imprisonment.

(3) Any personwho aids, abets, or counselsanother person to commit the offence provided for in sub-
section(1) of this Sectionisguilty of an offenceand isliableon conviction to imprisonment for aterm not
exceeding oneyear or to finenot exceeding N20, 000.00 or to both such fineand imprisonment.

(4) Any personwho receives or assists another who has committed the offence provided for in sub
section (1) of this Sectionisan accessory after thefact andisliable on conviction to imprisonment for a
term not exceeding oneyear or to fine not exceeding N20, 000.00 or to both such fine and imprisonment.

7.(1) Any personwho compelsanother by forceor threat to engagein any conduct or act sexual or
otherwise, to the detriment of thevictim’sphysica or psychologica well being commitsan offenceandis
liable on conviction to imprisonment for aterm not exceeding two yearsor to fine not exceeding N50,
000.00 or to both such fine and imprisonment.

(2) Any personwho attemptsto commit theact of violence provided for in subsection (1) of thisSection
isguilty of an offenceandisliable on conviction to imprisonment for aterm not exceeding oneyear or to
fine not exceeding N30, 000.00 or to both such fineand imprisonment.




(3) Any personwhoincites, aids, abets, or counselsanother person to commit the act of violence as
providedforinsub section (1) of thisSectionisguilty of theoffenceandisliableon convictiontoimprisonment
for atermnot exceeding oneyear or tofinenot exceeding N30, 000.00 or to both such fineand imprisonment.

(4) Any personwhoreceivesor ass stsanother who to his’her knowledge committed the offence provided
for insub section (1) of this Sectionisan accessory after thefact andisthereforeliableto imprisonment for
aterm not exceeding threeyearsor to fine not exceeding N50, 000.00 or to both such fineand imprisonment.

8.(1) Thecircumcision or genital mutilation of thegirl child or woman ishereby prohibited

(2) Any personwho performsfemale circumcision or genital mutilation or engagesanother to carry out
such circumcision or mutilation commitsan offence and isliable on conviction to imprisonment for aterm
not exceeding four yearsor to fine not exceeding N200, 000.00 or to both such fineand imprisonment.

(3) Any personwho attemptsto commit the act of violence provided for in subsection (2) of this Section
isguilty of an offenceand isliableon conviction to imprisonment for aterm not exceeding two yearsor to
fine not exceeding N 100, 000.00 or to both such fineand imprisonment.

(4) Any person who incites, aids, abets, or counsels another person to commit the act of violence
providedfor insub section (2) of thisSectionisguilty of theoffenceandisliableon convictiontoimprisonment
for aterm not exceeding two years or to fine not exceeding N100, 000.00 or to both such fine and
imprisonment.

9. Any personwho, withintent to defraud or conced an offenceor frustratetheinvestigation and prosecution
of offendersunder thisAct or under any other enactments:

(a) destroys, aters, mutilates, or falsify any book or documents, dressor clothing which could serveas
evidenceor exhibits;

(b) omits, or isprivy toomitting, any materia particular from any such document, book, dressor clothing;

isguilty of felony and liable on conviction toimprisonment for aterm not exceeding threeyearsor tofine
not exceeding N50, 000.00 or to both such fine and imprisonment.

10. Any personwhowilfully makesfd sestatement, whether oral or documentary, inany judicia proceedings
under thisAct or withtheaim of initiating investigation or criminal proceedingsunder thisAct against
another personisguilty of an offence under thisAct and liable on convictionto afineof N20, 000 or aterm
of imprisonment not exceeding 12 months.
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11. (1) Any marriage partner who forcefully evictshis/her partner from his’her home or refuseshim/her
accesscommitsan offenceandisliableon conviction toimprisonment for aterm not exceeding two years
or tofinenot exceeding N30, 000.00 or to both such fine and imprisonment.

(2) Any personwho attemptsto commit theact of violence provided for in sub section (1) of this Section
isguilty of an offenceandisliable on conviction to imprisonment for aterm not exceeding oneyear or to
finenot exceeding N20, 000.00 or to both such fine and impri sonment.

(3) Any person who incites, aids, abets, or counsel s another person to commit the act of violence as
provided for insub section (1) of thisSectionisguilty of anoffenceandisliableon convictiontoimprisonment
for aterm not exceeding oneyear or tofinenot exceeding N20, 000.00 or to both such fineand imprisonment.

(4) Any personwhoreceivesor assstsanother who to his’her knowledge committed the offence provided
forinsub section (1) of this Sectionisan accessory after thefact and isthereforeliabletoimprisonment for
aterm not exceeding oneyear or tofinenot exceeding N20, 000.00 or to both such fineand imprisonment.

12. (1) Any person who deprives another of hig'her liberty except pursuant to acourt order commitsan
offenceand isliable on conviction to imprisonment for aterm not exceeding two yearsor to fine not
exceeding N50, 000.00 or to both such fineand imprisonment.

(2) Any person who attemptsto commit theact of violence provided for in sub section (1) of thisSection
isguilty of an offenceandisliable on conviction to imprisonment for aterm not exceeding oneyear or to
finenot exceeding N20, 000.00 or to both such fine and impri sonment.

(3) Any person who incites, aids, abets, or counsel s another person to commit the act of violence as
provided forinsub section (1) of thisSectionisguilty of anoffenceandisliableon convictiontoimprisonment
for aterm not exceeding two years or to fine not exceeding N30, 000.00 or to both such fine and
Imprisonment.

(4) Any personwho receivesor ass stsanother who to his’her knowledge committed the offence provided
forinsub section (1) of thisSectionisan accessory after thefact and isthereforeliableto imprisonment
for aterm not exceeding oneyear or tofinenot exceeding N10, 000.00 or to both such fineand imprisonment.

13. (1) Any person who causes mischief or destruction or damageto property of another with intent to
cause or knowing that itislikely to cause distress or annoyanceto the victim commitsan offenceandis
liable on conviction to imprisonment for aterm not exceeding two years or to fine not exceeding N30,
000.00 or to both such fine and imprisonment.

(2) Any person who attemptsto commit theact of violence provided for in sub section (1) of this Section
isguilty of an offenceandisliable on conviction to imprisonment for aterm not exceeding oneyear or to
fine not exceeding N20, 000.00 or to both such fineand imprisonment.




(3) Any person who incites, aids, abets, or counsels another person to commit the act of violence as
providedforinsub section (1) of thisSectionisguilty of an offenceandisliableon convictiontoimprisonment
for atermnot exceeding oneyear or tofinenot exceeding N20, 000.00 or to both such fineand imprisonmen.
(4) Any person who receivesor ass stsanother who to his’her knowledge committed the offence provided
forinsub section (1) of this Sectionisan accessory after thefact and isthereforeliableto imprisonment for
aterm not exceeding oneyear or tofinenot exceeding N20, 000.00 or to both such fineand imprisonment.

14. (1) Any personwho causesforced labour of adependant commitsan offenceandisliableon conviction
to imprisonment for aterm not exceeding oneyear or to fine not exceeding N20, 000.00 or to both such
fineandimprisonment.

(2) Any personwho attemptsto commit the act of violence provided for in sub section (1) of thisSection
isguilty of an offenceand isliableon convictiontoimprisonment for aterm not exceeding Six monthsor to
finenot exceeding N10, 000.00 or to both such fine and i mprisonment.

(3) Any personwho incites, aids, abets, or counsels another person to commit the act of violence as
providedforinsub section (1) of thisSectionisguilty of an offenceandisliableon convictiontoimprisonment
for aterm not exceeding six months or to fine not exceeding N10, 000.00 or to both such fine and
imprisonment.

(4) Any person who receivesor ass stsanother who to his’her knowledge committed the offence provided
forinsub section (1) of this Sectionisan accessory after thefact andisthereforeliableto imprisonment for
aterm not exceeding six monthsor to fine not exceeding N10, 000.00 or to both such fineand imprisonment.

15. (1) Any person who causesforced financial dependence or economic abuse of another commitsan
offence and isliable on conviction to imprisonment for aterm not exceeding two yearsor to fine not
exceeding N50, 000.00 or to both such fineand imprisonment.

(2) Any personwho attemptsto commit the act of violence provided for in sub section (1) of thisSection
isquilty of an offenceandisliable on conviction to imprisonment for aterm not exceeding oneyear or to
fine not exceeding N20, 000.00 or to both such fine and i mprisonment.

(3) Any personwho incites, aids, abets, or counsels another person to commit the act of violence as
providedforinsub section (1) of thisSectionisguilty of an offenceandisliableon convictiontoimprisonment
for atermnot exceeding oneyear or tofinenot exceeding N20, 000.00 or to both such fineand imprisonmen.

(4) Any personwho receivesor ass stsanother who to his’her knowledge committed the offence provided
forinsubsection (1) of thisSection aboveisan accessory after thefact andisthereforeliabletoimprisonment
for aterm not exceeding six months or to fine not exceeding N10, 000.00 or to both such fine and
imprisonment.
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16. (1) Any personwhoforcefully isolatesor separatesanother from family and friendscommitsan offence
andisliableon conviction toimprisonment for aterm not exceeding six monthsor to fine not exceeding
N10, 000.00 or to both such fine and imprisonment.

(2) Any person who attemptsto commit theact of violence provided for in sub section (1) of thisSection
isguilty of an offenceandisliableon conviction toimprisonment for aterm not exceeding threemonthsor
tofinenot exceeding N 10, 000.00 or to both such fine and imprisonment.

(3) Any person who incites, aids, abets, or counsels another person to commit the act of violence as
provided for insub section (1) of thisSectionisguilty of anoffenceandisliableon convictiontoimprisonment
for aterm not exceeding three months or to fine not exceeding N10, 000.00 or to both such fineand
Imprisonment.

(4) Any personwho receivesor ass stsanother who to his’/her knowledge committed the offence provided
forinsub section (1) of thisSectionisan accessory after thefact and isthereforeliableto imprisonment
for aterm not exceeding three months or to fine not exceeding N10, 000.00 or to both such fineand
Imprisonment.

17. (1) Any personwho causesemotional, verba and psychological abuse on another commitsan offence
and isliableon conviction toimprisonment for aterm not exceeding oneyear or to finenot exceeding N20,
000.00 or to both such fine and imprisonment.

(2) Any person who attemptsto commit theact of violence provided for in sub section (1) of thisSection
isguilty of an offenceand isliableon conviction toimprisonment for aterm not exceeding six monthsor to
finenot exceeding N10, 000.00 or to both such fine and impri sonment.

(3) Any person who incites, aids, abets, or counsel s another person to commit the act of violence as
provided for insub section (1) of thisSectionisguilty of anoffenceandisliableon convictiontoimprisonment
for aterm not exceeding six months or to fine not exceeding N 10, 000.00 or to both such fine and
Imprisonment.

(4) Any personwho receivesor ass stsanother who to his’her knowledge committed the offence provided
forinsub section (1) of thisSectionisan accessory after thefact and isthereforeliableto imprisonment
for aterm not exceeding six months or to fine not exceeding N 10, 000.00 or to both such fine and
Imprisonment.

18. (1) Any personwho subjectsawidow to harmful traditiond practicescommitsan offenceandisliable
on convictionto imprisonment for aterm not exceeding two yearsor to fine not exceeding N50, 000.00 or
to both such fineand imprisonment.

(2) Any person who attemptsto commit theact of violence provided for in sub section (i) of this Section
isguilty of an offenceandisliable on conviction to imprisonment for aterm not exceeding oneyear or to
fine not exceeding N20, 000.00 or to both such fineand imprisonment.

(3) Any person who incites, aids, abets, or counsels another person to commit the act of violence as
provided for insub section (i) of thisSectionisguilty of an offenceandisliableon convictiontoimprisonment
for aterm not exceeding oneyear or tofinenot exceeding N20, 000.00 or to both such fineand imprisonment.




(4) Any person who receivesor ass stsanother who to his/her knowledge committed the offence provided
forinsub section (i) of thisSectionisan accessory after thefact and isthereforeliabletoimprisonment for
aterm not exceeding six monthsor to finenot exceeding N10, 000.00 or to both such fineand imprisonment.

19. (1) Any person who abandons awife/husband, children or other dependent without any means of
sustenance commitsan offenceand isliableon conviction toimprisonment for aterm not exceeding three
yearsor to fine not exceeding N50, 000.00 or to both such fine and imprisonment.

(2) Any person who attemptsto commit the act of violence provided for in sub section (1) of thisSection
isqguilty of an offenceandisliableon conviction toimprisonment for aterm not exceeding two yearsor to
fine not exceeding N20, 000.00 or to both such fine and i mprisonment.

(3) Any personwho incites, aids, abets, or counsels another person to commit the act of violence as
providedforinsub section (1) of thisSectionisguilty of anoffenceandisliableon convictiontoimprisonment
for aterm not exceeding two years or to fine not exceeding N20, 000.00 or to both such fine and
imprisonment.

(4) Any personwho receivesor ass stsanother who to his/her knowledge committed the offence provided
forinsub section (1) of thisSectionisan accessory after thefact and isthereforeliabletoimprisonment
for atermnot exceeding oneyear or tofinenot exceeding N10, 000.00 or to both such fineand imprisonment.

20. (1) Any person who stalksanother commitsan offenceand isliableon conviction to imprisonment for
aterm not exceeding two yearsor tofine not exceeding N50, 000.00 or to both such fineand imprisonment.

(2) Any person who attemptsto commit the act of violence provided for in sub section (1) of Sectionis
guilty of an offenceand isliableon conviction toimprisonment for aterm not exceeding oneyear or tofine
not exceeding N 20, 000.00 or to both such fine and imprisonment.

(3) Any person who incites, aids, abets, or counsels another person to commit the act of violence as
providedforinsub section (1) of thisSectionisguilty of anoffenceandisliableon convictiontoimprisonment
for atermnot exceeding oneyear or tofinenot exceeding N20, 000.00 or to both such fineand imprisonment.

(4) Any person who receivesor ass stsanother who to his/her knowledge committed the offence provided
forinsub section (1) of this Sectionisan accessory after thefact andisthereforeliabletoimprisonment for
aterm not exceeding oneyear or tofinenot exceeding N10, 000.00 or to both such fineand imprisonment.

21. (1) Any personwhointimidatesanother commitsan offenceandisliableon conviction toimprisonment
for atermnot exceeding oneyear or tofinenot exceeding N20, 000.00 or to both such fineand imprisonment.

(2) Any person who attemptsto commit the act of violence provided for in sub section (1) of this Section
isguilty of an offenceandisliableon conviction toimprisonment for aterm not exceeding Sx monthsor to
finenot exceeding N 10, 000.00 or to both such fineand imprisonment.

(3) Any person who incites, aids, abets, or counsels another person to commit the act of violence as
providedfor insub section (1) of thisSectionisguilty of an offenceandisliableon convictiontoimprisonment
for aterm not exceeding six months or to fine not exceeding N10, 000.00 or to both such fine and
imprisonmen.
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(4) Any person who receives or ass stsanother who to his’her knowledge committed the offence provided
forinsubsection (1) of thisSectionisan accessory after thefact and isthereforeliabletoimprisonment for
atermnot exceeding Sx monthsor to finenot exceeding N 10, 000.00 or to both such fineand imprisonment.

22. (1) Any personwho battershis’her spousecommitsan offenceandisliableon convictiontoimprisonment
for aterm not exceeding three years or to fine not exceeding N100, 000.00 or to both such fine and
imprisonment.

(2) Any person who attemptsto commit the act of violence provided for in sub section (1) of this Section
isquilty of an offenceand isliable on convictionto imprisonment for aterm not exceeding oneyear or to
fine not exceeding N20, 000.00 or to both such fine and imprisonment.

(3) Any person who incites, aids, abets, or counsels another person to commit the act of violence as
providedfor insub section (1) of thisSectionisguilty of an offenceandisliableon convictiontoimprisonment
for aterm not exceeding oneyear or tofinenot exceeding N20, 000.00 or to both such fineand imprisonment.

(4) Any person who receives or assistsanother who to his’her knowledge committed the offence provided
forinsub section (1) of thisSectionisan accessory after thefact and isthereforeliabletoimprisonment for
aterm not exceeding oneyear or to fine not exceeding N20, 000.00 or to both such fineand imprisonment.

23. (1) Any person who carriesout harmful traditional practiceson another commitsan offenceandis
liableon convictionto imprisonment for aterm not exceeding four yearsor to fine not exceeding N100,
000.00 or to both such fine and imprisonment.

(2) Any person who attemptsto commit the act of violence provided for in sub section (1) of this Section
isguilty of an offenceandisliableon conviction to imprisonment for aterm not exceeding two yearsor to
fine not exceeding N50, 000.00 or to both such fine and i mprisonment.

(3) Any person who incites, aids, abets, or counsels another person to commit the act of violence as
providedfor insub section (1) of thisSectionisguilty of an offenceandisliableon convictiontoimprisonment
for aterm not exceeding two years or to fine not exceeding N50, 000.00 or to both such fine and
imprisonment.

(4) Any person who receives or assistsanother who to his’her knowledge committed the offence provided
forinsub section (1) of this Section isan accessory after thefact and isthereforeliabletoimprisonment for
aterm not exceeding two year or to finenot exceeding N50, 000.00 or to both such fineand imprisonment.




24. (1) Any person who uses chemical, biological or any other harmful liquid on another commitsan
offenceandisliableon convictionto aterm of lifeimprisonment without an option of fine.

(2) Any person who attemptsto commit the act of violence described in sub section (1) of thisSectionis
guilty of an offenceand isliable on conviction to imprisonment for aterm not exceeding twenty-fiveyears
without an option of fine.

(3) Any person who incites aids, abets, or counsels another person to commit the act of violence as
providedforinsub section (1) of thisSectionisguilty of anoffenceandisliableon convictiontoimprisonment
for aterm not exceeding twenty-five yearswithout an option of fine.

(4) Any personwho receivesor ass stsanother who to his/her knowledge committed the offence provided
forinsubsection (1) of thisSectionisan accessory after thefact and isthereforeliabletoimprisonment
for aterm not exceeding twenty-five yearswithout the option of fine.

25.(1) Any personcommitsan offenceif heintentionally administersasubstanceto, or causesasubstance
to be administered to or taken by another person with theintention of stupefying or overpowering that
person so asto enable any personto engagein asexual activity with that person.

(2) Apersonguilty of anoffenceunder thissectionis, in additionto any other offenceunder thisAct liable
on convictiontoimprisonment for aterm not exceeding 10 yearsor afineof N50, 000 or to both suchfine
andimprisonment

26. (1) Any person who commitspolitical violenceasdefinedinthe provisionsof thisAct relating to
political violencecommitsan offenceand isliableon conviction toimprisonment for aterm not exceeding
four yearsor to finenot exceeding N100, 000.00 or to both such fineand imprisonment.

(2) Any person who attemptsto commit the act of violence provided for in sub section (1) of thisSection
isqguilty of an offenceandisliableon conviction toimprisonment for aterm not exceeding two yearsor to
finenot exceeding N50, 000.00 or to both such fine and i mprisonment.

(3) Any person who incites, aids, abets, or counsels another person to commit the act of violence as
providedforinsub section (1) of thisSectionisguilty of anoffenceandisliableon convictiontoimprisonment
for aterm not exceeding two years or to fine not exceeding N50, 000.00 or to both such fine and
imprisonment.

(4) Any person who receivesor ass stsanother who to his/her knowledge committed the offence provided
forinsub section (1) of this Sectionisan accessory after thefact andisthereforeliabletoimprisonment for
aterm not exceeding two yearsor tofinenot exceeding N50, 000.00 or to both such fineand imprisonment.
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27. (1) Any state actor who commits political violence commitsan offenceand isliable on convictionto
imprisonment for aterm not exceeding four yearsor to fine not exceeding N100, 000.00 or to both such
fineandimprisonment.

(2) Any personwho attemptsto commit the act of violence provided for in sub section (1) of thisSection
isguilty of an offenceand isliable on conviction to imprisonment for aterm not exceeding two yearsor to
fine not exceeding N50, 000.00 or to both such fine and i mprisonment.

(3) Any person who incites, aids, abets, or counsels another person to commit the act of violence as
providedfor insub section (1) of thisSectionisguilty of an offenceandisliableon convictiontoimprisonment
for aterm not exceeding two years or to fine not exceeding N50, 000.00 or to both such fine and
imprisonment.

(4) Any personwho receivesor ass stisanother who to his’her knowledge committed the offence provided
forinsub section (1) of this Sectionisan accessory after thefact and isthereforeliableto imprisonment for
aterm not exceeding two yearsor to fine not exceeding N50, 000.00 or to both such fineand imprisonment.

(5) Thestate shall beliablefor the offence committed by itsagentsand the court shall award appropriate
compensation commensurate with the extent and amount of damages.

28. Any personwhowilfully havecarnd knowledgeof another withinthe Prohibited Degreesof Consanguinity
andAffinity containedinthe Second ScheduletothisAct, isguilty of an offenceandisliableupon conviction
to aterm not exceeding oneyear imprisonment or afine not exceeding N10, 000 or to both suchfineand
imprisonment.

29. Any personwhointentionally exposeshisor her genital organs, or asubstantial part thereof, withthe
intention of causing distressto the other party, or that another person seeing it may betempted or induced
to commit an offence under thisAct, commitsan offence termed indecent exposure and shall beliable
upon conviction to imprisonment for aterm of not lessthan fiveyearsor to afinenot exceeding N20, 000
or to both such fine and imprisonment.

PART 2 JURISDICTION OF THE COURT
A Both the High Court and the Magi strates Court or any other court so empowered by anAct of
Parliament shall havethejurisdiction to hear and grant any application brought under thisAct.

B PROTECTION ORDER

An application for aprotection order may be made before any competent court following acomplaint of
violence by the complainant. A protection order granted by any High Court or Magistrates Court shall be
effectivethroughout the Federal Republic of Nigeriaand notimelimit or prescription shall gpply inrelation
to aperson seeking to apply for such protection order.




30. (1) Any complainant may in the prescribed manner apply to the court for aprotection order.

(2) If thecomplainant isnot represented by counsdl, the palice officer withwhomacomplaint of violence
hasbeen|odged shall inform the complainant of theremedieshe or shemay beentitled to under thisAct
including theright to lodgeacriminal complaint against the respondent if acriminal offence hasbeen
committed under thisAct.
(3) Notwithstanding the provisions of any other law, the application may be brought on behalf of the
complainant by any other person, including apolice officer, aprotection officer, an accredited service
provider, acounsdllor, health service provider, social worker or teacher who hasinterest inthewel | being
of thecomplainant:
(4) Provided that the application must be brought with the written consent of the complainant, exceptin
circumstanceswherethe complainantis—

@ aminor;

(b) mentally retarded;

© uNcoNscious, or

(d) apersonwho the court is satisfied isunableto provide therequired consent.

(5) Notwithstanding the provisions of any other law, any minor, or any person on behalf of aminor, may
apply to the court for aprotection order without the assistance of aparent, guardian or any other person.
Supporting affidavit by persons who have knowledge of the matter concerned may accompany the
goplication.

(6) Theapplicationand affidavitsshall befiledin court.

31. (1) Thecourt must assoon asisreasonably possible consider an application submittedtoitinterms
of section 30(6) and may, for that purpose, consider such additional evidenceasit deemsfit, including ora
evidenceor evidence by affidavit, which shall form part of therecord of the proceedings.

2 (@ If thecourtissatisfied that thereisprimafacieevidencethat therespondent iscommitting, has
committed or that thereisimminent likelihood that hemay commit an act of domestic violencethe
court shdl notwithstanding thefact that the respondent hasnot been given notice of the proceedings
contemplated in subsection (1) of this section, issue an interim protection order against the
respondent, in the prescribed manner.

(b) Aninterim protection order must be served on the respondent in the prescribed manner and
must call upon the respondent to show cause on thereturn date, specifiedinthe order why a
protection order should not beissued.

(c) A copy of theapplicationreferred toin section 30(1) and the record of any evidencetaken
interms of subsection (1) of this section shall be served on the respondent together with the
interim protection order.

(d) If the court does not issue an interim protection order in terms of subsection (2) of this
section, the court shall direct theregistrar of the court to cause certified copiesof the gpplication
concerned and any supporting affidavit to be served on the respondent in the prescribed manner,
together with aprescribed notice calling on the respondent to show cause on thereturn date
specifiedinthe notice why aprotection order should not beissued.
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3 (8 Aninterim protection order must be served on the respondent in the prescribed manner and
must call upon the respondent to show cause on the return date, specified in the order why a
protection order should not beissued
(b) A copy of theapplication referred toin section 30(1) and therecord of any evidencetaken
intermsof subsection (1) of thissection shall be served on the respondent together with the
interim protection order.

4 If the court does not issue an interim protection order in terms of subsection (2) of thissection, the
court shall direct theregistrar of the court to cause certified copies of the application concerned and any
supporting affidavit to be served on the respondent in the prescribed manner, together with aprescribed
notice calling ontherespondent to show cause onthereturn date as specified in thenoticewhy aprotection
order should not beissued.

5 Thereturn datesreferred toin subsections(3)(a) and (4) of thissection may not belessthan 5 days
after service has been effected upon the respondent.

32. (1) If therespondent does not appear on areturn date contemplated in section 32(3) or (4), andif the
court issatisfied that-
@ proper service has been effected on the respondent; and
(b) theapplication contains primafacie evidencethat the respondent hascommitted,
iscommitting or that thereisanimminent likelihood that hemay commit an act of
domestic violence, the court shall issueaprotection order in the prescribed form.

2 If therespondent appears on the return date in order to oppose theissuing of aprotection order, the
court shall proceed to hear the matter and-
€) consider any evidenceprevioudy receivedintermsof section 31(l); and
(b) consider such further affidavitsor ora evidenceasit may direct, which shal form
part of therecord of the proceedings.

3 Thecourt may, onitsown accord or on therequest of thecomplainant, if itisof theopinionthat itisjust
or desirableto do so, order that in the examination of witnesses, including the complainant, arespondent
whoisnot represented by alegal practitioner-
@ isnot entitled to cross-examinedirectly apersonwhoisinadomestic relationship
with therespondent; and
(b) shall put any question to such awitnessby stating the question to the court, and
the court isto repeat the question accurately to the witness.

4 The court shdl after ahearing as contemplated in subsection (2) of this Section, issueaprotection order
inthe prescribed formif it finds, on abalance of probabilities, that the respondent has committed, is
committing or that thereisanimminent likelihood that hemay commit an act of domestic violence.

5 Upontheissuing of aprotection order theregistrar of the court shall forthwithin the prescribed manner
cause-
@ theoriginal of such order to be served on the respondent; and
(b) acertified copy of such order, and the original warrant of arrest contemplatedin
section 34(1)(a), to be served on the compl ai nant.




6 Theregidrar of thecourt shal forthwithin the prescribed manner forward certified copiesof any protection
order and of thewarrant of arrest contemplated in section 35(1)(a) to the police station of thecomplainant’s
choice.

7 Subject to the provisions of section 33(7), aprotection order issued in termsof thissection remainsin
forceuntil it isset aside, and the execution of such order shall not be automatically suspended upon the

filing of an appedl.

33. (1) The court may, by means of aprotection order referred to in section 31 or 32, prohibit
the respondent from-

@ committing any act of domestic violence;
(b) enlisting the help of another personto commit any such act;

(© entering ashared household: Provided that the court may imposethisprohibition
only if it appearsto beinthe best interests of the complainant;

(d) entering aspecified part of such ashared household;

)] entering the complainant’sresidence;

® entering the complainant’s place of employment;

(o)) preventing the complai nant from entering or remainingin the shared household or
aspecified part of the shared household;

(h) alienating or dispos ng the shared househol d or encumbering same;

()] renouncing hisrightsin the shared househol d except infavour of the complainant;
or

() committing any other act as specifiedin the protection order.

(2) Thecourt may imposeany additional conditions, whichit deemsreasonably necessary to protect and
providefor the safety, health or well being of the complainant, including an order-
@ to seize any arm or dangerousweapon in the possession or under the control of
therespondent;
(b) that apolice officer must accompany the complainant to aspecified placeto assst
with arrangementsregarding the coll ection of personal property; or

(© directing therespondent to secure dternative accommodation for the compla nant
or;

(d) order atemporal relocationto any safe placeasmay bedeemfitintheinterest of
thecomplainant

(e approveamediation channd upon submission by the complainant

(3) Inorderingaprohibition contemplated in subsection| (c) of thissection, the court may imposeonthe
respondent obligationsasto the discharge of rent or mortgage payments having regard to thefinancial
needs and resources of the complainant and the respondent.

(4) Thecourt may order the respondent to pay emergency monetary relief having regard to thefinancial
needs and resources of the complainant and the respondent, and such order has the effect of acivil
judgment of acourt.
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(5) Thecourt may issueany directionsto ensurethat the complainant’sphysical addressisnot disclosedin
any manner, which may endanger the safety, health or well being of the complainant.

(6) If thecourtissatisfied that it isin thebest interestsof any childit may-
@ refuse the respondent contact with such child; or
(b) order contact with such child on such conditionsasit may consider appropriate.

(7) The court may not refuseto i ssue aprotection order; or toimpose any condition or make any order
whichitiscompetent toimpose or make under thissection, merely onthegroundsthat other legal remedies
areavailableto the complainant.

(8) If thecourt isof theopinion that any provision of aprotection order deal swith amatter that should, in
theinterestsof justice, bededt with further intermsof any other relevant law, including the Matrimonia
CausesAct, 1970, Cap M7 Lawsof the Federation, 2004, Child Right Act, 2003 the court must order
that suchaprovisonshal beinforcefor such limited period asthe court determines, in order to afford the
party concerned the opportunity to seek appropriaterelief intermsof such law.

34.(1) Apoliceofficer at thesceneof anincident of violenceor assoon theresfter asreasonably possible
or towhom areport of violence has been made shall havetheduty of-
(8) asssting avictimof violencetofileacomplaint regarding theviolence;

(b) providing or arranging safetransport for thevictim to an alternative residence, safe place or
shelter wheresuchisrequired;

(¢) providing or arranging transportation for thevictimto the nearest hospital or medica facility for
treatment of injurieswhere such treatment isneeded,;

(d) explaining tothevictim his/her rightsto protection against violenceand remediesavailablein
termsof thisAct;

(e) explainingtothevictimthat he/she hastheright tolodgeacriminal complaintin additionto any
remedy provided under thisAct;

() accompanying thevictimto victim’sresidenceto collect persona belongings.

(2) Any policeofficer may, without an order from the Court or awarrant of arrest, arrest
(8) any personwhom he or she suspects upon reasonabl e groundsto have committed any of the
offencesunder Part 1; and

(b) any person against whom acomplaint has been madefor having committed any of the offences
under Part 1

(3) Apaliceofficerincarryingout hisor her dutiesunder thisAct shall havethe power:
(a) toremove or supervisetheremoval of aperson excluded from ashared residencewherethe
court hasissued such an order under thisAct;

(b) toremove or supervisetheremoval of any dangerousweapon used in order to commit an act
of violenceascontemplatedinthisAct.




(c) to perform any other act considered necessary in order to ensure the safety and well-being of
thecomplainant.

35. (1) Whenever acourt issues aprotection order, the court shall make an order-
6) authorizing theissue of awarrant for thearrest of therespondent, in the prescribed
form; and
(b) suspending the execution of such warrant subject to compliance with any
prohibition, condition, obligation or order imposed in termsof section 33.

(2) Thewarrant referred to in subsection (I)(a) remainsin force unlessthe protection order isset aside, or
itiscancelled after execution.

(3) Theregistrar of the court shall issuethe complainant with asecond or further warrant of arrest, if the
complainant filesan affidavitinthe prescribed forminwhichitisstated that suchwarrant isrequired for her
or hisprotection and that the existing warrant of arrest has been-

€) executed and cancelled; or

(b) lost or destroyed.

4 (&) A complainant may hand thewarrant of arrest together with an affidavit inthe prescribed form,
whereinitisstated that the respondent has contravened any prohibition, condition, obligation or
order contained in aprotection order, to any policeofficer.

(b) If it appearsto the police officer concerned that, subject to subsection (5), therearereasonable
groundsto suspect that the complainant may suffer imminent harm asaresult of thealeged breach
of the protection order by the respondent, the police officer shall forthwith arrest the respondent
for allegedly committing the offencereferredtoin Part .

(c) If thepaliceofficer concernedisof the opinion that thereareinsufficient groundsfor arresting
therespondent intermsof paragraph (b), he or she shall forthwith hand awritten noticeto the
respondent which—
(i) specifiesthename, theresidential addressand the occupation or status of
therespondent;
(ii) callsupon the respondent to appear beforea
court, and on thedate and at the time specified inthenotice, on acharge
of committing theoffencereferredtoin section 33(1); and
(iii) containsacertificate signed by the police officer concerned to the effect
that he or she handed the original noticeto the respondent and that he or
sheexplained theimport thereof to the respondent.

(d) Thepoliceofficer shdl forthwithforward aduplicateorigina of anoticereferredtoin paragraph
(c) totheregigtrar of the court concerned, and the mere productionin the court of such aduplicate
origind shal beprimafacie proof that the origina thereof washanded to the respondent specified
therein.

5In congdering whether or not the complainant may suffer imminent harm, ascontempl ated in subsection
(4)(b), the palice officer shall takeinto account-
) therisk to the safety, health or well being of the complai nant;
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(b) the seriousness of the conduct comprising an alleged breach of the protection
order; and
(© thelength of timesincethealleged breach occurred.
6 Whenever awarrant of arrest ishanded to apolice officer intermsof subsection (4) (a), thepolice
officer shdl inform thecomplainant of hisor her right to simultaneoudly lay acrimina chargeagainst the
respondent, if applicable, and explain to the complainant how to lay such acharge.

36. 1 A complainant or arespondent may, upon written noticeto the other party and the court concerned,
apply for the variation or setting aside of aprotection order referred to in section 32 in the prescribed
manner.

21f thecourt issatisfied that good cause hasbeen shown for thevariation or setting aside of the protection
order, it may issuean order to thiseffect, provided that the court shall not grant such an applicationtothe
complainant unlessit issatisfied that the applicationismadefredy and voluntarily.

3 Theregistrar of the court shall forward anotice as prescribed to the complai nant and the respondent if
the protection order isvaried or set aside as contemplated in subsection(1) of thissection.

37. (1) Where aprotection order has been made, any of the following persons may apply to haveit
discharged:

(& If theapplicationfor the order was made by acommissioner in respect of any dependent person by-
(1) thecommission,
(i) the person who brought the application;
(iii) therespondent to that application;

(b) If theapplicationfor the order was made by acommissioner in any other case by virtue of section 31-
(1) thecommission,
(i1) the person who wasthe applicant for the order, or
(iii) therespondent to that application;

(c) Inany other case—
(i) the person who wasthe applicant for the order, or
(i) the person who wasthe respondent to the application for the order and the court upon hearing
any such application shall make such order, asit considers appropriatein the circumstances.

38. (1) A respondent who-

contravened an interim protection order or aprotection order, or whileaninterim protection order isin
forcerefusesto permit theapplicant or any dependent person to enter and remaininthe placetowhichthe
order relates or doesany act for the purpose of preventing the applicant or such dependent person from
so entering or remaining shal beguilty of an offenceand shall beliableon summary convictionto afinenot
exceeding N30, 000.00 or to imprisonment for aterm not exceeding 6 months or both such fine and
imprisonment.




(2) Theprovisonsof subsection (1) shdl bewithout prejudiceto any punishment or sanction asto contempt
of court or any other liability, whether civil or crimina that may beincurred by therespondent concerned.
(3) any personwhoin anaffidavit referred tointhis section, wilfully makesafal se statement inamaterial
respect shall beliableupon conviction to afine of not exceeding N20, 000.00 or, at the discretion of the
court, toimprisonment for aterm not exceeding 6 months.

39. Theaffidavit, application and formsof Protection Order referred tointhisPart of theAct shall bein
accordancewiththe First ScheduletothisAct.

PART 3 PROTECTIONOF THERIGHTSOF VICTIMSICOMPLAINANTS

40. (1) Inadditiontotherightsguaranteed under Chapter 1V of the Constitution of the Federal Republic
of Nigeria, 1999, or any other international human rightsinstrumentstowhich Nigeriaisaparty, every
victimof violenceasdefinedin section 1 of thisAct, isentitled to thefollowing rights: -

(i) (a) Everyvictimisentitled toreceivethe necessary materias, medical, psychological, socia andlegdl
ass stance through governmental agenciesand/or non governmental agencies providing such assistance
(b) Victimsareentitled to beinformed of theavailability of legal, health and socid servicesand other
relevant assistance and be readily afforded accessto them;

(© Victimsareentitled to rehabilitation and re-integration programme of the Stateto enablevictims
to acquire, where gpplicable and necessary, pre-requisite skillsin any vocation of thevictim’schoiceand
asoin necessary formal education or accessto micro credit facilities

(i) (a) any rulesand or regul ationsmade by any institution or organization prohibiting or restraining the
reporting of offencesor complaint with the provisionsof thisAct, shal to the extent of theinconsistencies
benull andvoid

(b) no complainant of any offenceunder thisAct shal beexpelled, disengaged, suspended or punished
inany formwhatsoever by virtue of the action of compliancewith the provisionsof thisAct

(© any head of ingtitution who violatesthe provisionsof thissubsectionisguilty of an offence under
thisact and shall beliable on conviction to imprisonment for six monthsor afine of N20, 000 or to both
suchfineand imprisonment.

(iii) Every woman shall havearight to health, which shall be understood to mean the enjoyment of the
highest level of physical, mental and socia well-being, health care services, including thoserelated to
family planning in particular rural women shall have theright to have accessto adequate health care
facilities, includinginformation, counsdlling and servicesinfamily planning

Every woman shall havetheright to take decisionsabout her health needsand requirements. In particular,
sheshdl havetheright to determinethe processes concerning reproduction in her body

Every woman shall havetheright to enjoy reproductiverightsincluding theright to medical abortionin
casesof sexua assault, rape, incest and wherethe continued pregnancy endangersthelifeor thephysical,
mental, psychologica or emotiona health of themother.
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(iv) (1)@ No person may be present during any proceedingsintermsof thisAct except-

0] Officersof thecourt;

(i) the partiesto the proceedings;

@iy any person bringing an application on behdf of thecomplainant intermsof section 31(3);
(iv)  anylega practitioner representing any party to the proceedings,

) accredited service provider;

(Vi)  witnesses,

(vii)  not morethan three personsfor the purpose of providing support to the complainant;
(viii)  not morethan three personsfor the purpose of providing support to the respondent; and
(ix)  any other person whom the court permitsto be present provided that the court may, if it
issatisfied that itisin theinterestsof justice, exclude any person from attending any part of the
proceedings.

(b) Nothing in this subsection limitsany other power of the court to hear proceedingsin
cameraor to excludeany person from attending such proceedings.

(2) () Nopersonshal publishinany manner any information which might, directly or indirectly,
reveal theidentity of any party to the proceedings.

(b) Thecourt, if itissatisfied that it isintheinterests of justice, may direct that any further
information relating to proceedingsheld intermsof thisAct shall not be published provided that
no direction in termsof this subsection appliesin respect of the publication of abonafidelaw
report which does not mention thenamesor reved theidentitiesof the partiesto the proceedings
or of any witnessat such proceedings.

3 any person who contravenesthe provisionsof thissubsectionisguilty of an offenceandisliable
upon conviction to imprisonment for aterm not exceeding oneyear or to fine not exceeding N20, 000.00
or to both such fineand imprisonment

PART 4 MATRIMONIAL CAUSES
41. (1) A petition by awoman or manwhoisparty toamarriagefor adecreeof dissolution of marriage
may be presented to the court upon the ground that the marriage has broken down irretrievably

(2) Thecourt hearing apetition for adecree of dissolution of marriage shal hold themarriageto have
broken downirretrievably if but only if, the petitioner satisfiesthe court that the respondent has behaved
insuch away that the petitioner cannot reasonably be expected to live with the respondent

(3) Thecourt hearing apetitionfor adecree of dissolution of marriage shal hold that the petitioner has
satisfied the court of thefact mentioned in subsection (2) aboveif the petitioner satisfiesthe court that
since themarriage and within the period of oneyear immediately preceding the date of the petition the
respondent has been violent to the petitioner.
(4) Custody of thechild shdl bevested on the mother upon dissolution of marriage unlesssheisdead,
found to be of unsound mind or irresponsible




(5) Fatherstochildrenincustody of their mothersof guardiansshall support and maintain such children.

PART 5 SERVICE PROVIDERS

42. (1) Subject to such rulesasmay be made, any voluntary association registered under the Companies
andAllied MattersAct 1990 by the CorporateAffairs Commission or any other law for thetime
beinginforcewith the objectiveof protecting therightsandinterestsof victimsof violenceby any
lawful meansincluding providing of legal aid, medical, financia or other assistanceshal register
itself with the State Government asa service provider for the purposes of thisAct.

(2) Theappropriategovernment ministry shall —
€) keep aregister of al accredited service providersand circulate sameto al police stations,
protection officersand the courts; and
(b) draw up guidelinesfor the operation of the accredited service providers.

(3) A serviceprovider so registered under sub section (1) shall havethe power to-
(a) record theviolenceincidencereport in the prescribed form if the aggrieved person so desires
and forward acopy thereof to the M agi stratesand the Protection Officer having jurisdictioninthe
areawherethe violencetook place;

(b) get the aggrieved person medically examined and forward acopy of themedical report tothe
Protection Officer and the Police station within thelocality of which the violence act took place.

(c) Ensurethat the aggrieved personisprovided shelter in ashelter home, if sheso requiresand
forward areport of thelodging of the aggrieved person in the shelter hometo the police station
withinthelocality of which theviolenceact took place.

(4) Nosuit, prosecution or other legal proceeding shall lieagainst any serviceprovider whois, orwhois
deemed to be acting or purporting to act under thisAct, for anything whichisin good faith done or
intended to be donein the exercise of powers or discharge of functions under thisAct towardsthe
prevention of thecommission of violence.

43. (1) Theappropriate government ministry shall appoint such number of protection officersin each
AreaCouncil asit may consider necessary, to assi st the court in thedischarge of itsdutiesunder thisAct
to co-ordinate the activities of the police and the accredited service providersin hisAreaCouncil to
ensurethat thevictims/survivorsof violence;
€) has easy accessto accredited serviceproviders;
(b) has easy accessto trangportation to an dternative residence or asafe shelter, the nearest
hospital or medicd facility for trestment, if the complainant sorequires,
(©) isableto collect her belongingsor propertiesfrom ashared household or her residence,
if thecomplainant sorequires;
(d) isableto accessthe court for ordersunder thisAct; or
(e) has accessto every possible assistance in the service of interim protection order on the
respondent, and the enforcement of any order that may have been made by the court under this
Act.
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(3 The protection officer may, upon thefailure of the respondent to make payment ordered by the
court under thisAct, direct an employer or adebtor of therespondent or any bank inwhich the respondent
operatesany account, to directly pay to the complainant or deposit with court aportion of thewagesor
salariesor debt dueto or accrued to the credit of respondent or moniesin any bank account operated by
the respondent, which amount may be adjusted towardsthe emergency monetary relief payable by the
respondent.

44. The body vested with the regul ation of thisAct shall appoint aperson asthe coordinator for the
prevention of domestic violence who shall submit annual report to the Federal Government on the
implementation of thisAct acopy of whichwould bedeposited with the national Bureau for Statistics

45. A court may declare a person who has been convicted of a sexual offence a dangerous sexual
offender if such person has:-
1) €) morethan oneconvictionfor asexua offence;

(b) been convicted of asexua offencewhich wasaccompanied;

(© been convicted of asexual offenceagainst achild.

2 aregister for convicted sexua offendersshall be maintained and any person who hasreasonable
causeto examineit, may examinetheregister.

PART 6 REGULATORY BODY

46. (1) Thereishereby established abody to be known as the Commission on Violence Against Persons
(herein referred to as “the Commission™).

(2) The Commission shall be-
(a) abody corporatewith perpetual successionand acommon sedl;
(b) capableof suingand being sued initscorporate name,

(c) capableof acquiring, holding or disposing of any property, movableor immovable, for
thepurpose of carrying out itsfunctions.

47.(1) TheCommissionshal:-
(8 monitor and supervisetheimplementation of the provisionsof thisAct;

(b) administer the operationsof the Trust Fund;

(c) provideand managerapecrisiscentresfor victims,

(d) register accredited service providers, draw up guidelinesfor their operationsand supervise
thar activities;

(e) perform such other functionsasmay be specified by any law or enactment; and

(f) recruit staff for the Commission;




(9) undertake such other activitiesasare necessary or expedient for giving full effect to the
provisonsof thisAct.

(2) TheCommission shall also co-ordinatethe activitiesof the policeand the accredited service
providersto ensurethat thevictim:-
() haseasy accessto accredited service providers;

(b) haseasy accessto transportation to an alternative residence or asafe shelter, the nearest
hospital or medical facility for treatment, if thevictim sorequires,

(c) isableto collect her belongingsor propertiesfrom ashared household or her residence, if the
victimsorequires,

(d) isableto accessthe court for order under thisAct; or

(e) hasaccessto every possible assistance in the service of interim protection order on the
respondent, and the enforcement of any order that may have been made by the court under this
Act.

(3) TheCommission may, upon thefailure of the respondent to make payment ordered by the court under
thisAct, direct an employer or adebtor of the respondent or any bank inwhich the respondent operates
any account, to directly pay to thevictim or deposit with court aportion of thewagesor salaries or debt
dueto or accrued to the credit of respondent or moniesin any bank account operated by the respondent,
which amount may be adjusted towardsthe emergency monetary relief payable by the respondent.

(4) The Commission, to facilitate performance of itsfunction may appoint such number of itsofficersin
each AreaCouncil asit may consider necessary, to assist the court inthedischarge of itsdutiesunder this
Act.

48. (1) The Commission shall consist of the following members:
(@ aChairperson (or chair) who shall be appointed by the President and being a person who by
reason of hisor her ability, experience, specialized knowledge or professiona attainment or outstanding
contributions;

(b) the representative of-

(i) thelnspector-General of Police, not below the rank of an Assistant Commissioner of Police;
(if) theMinistry of Justice;

(iii) theMinistry of Health; and

(iv) the Nigeria Prisons Service;

(c) two representatives of the Ministry of Women Affairs;

(d) an Officer of the National Human Rights Commission;
(e) an Officer of the Legal Aid Council;

(f) 10 persons from the L egislative Advocacy Coalition on Violence Against Women;

(9) two representativesfrom religious organizations,
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(h) the Director-General, awoman, who shall be the administrative head of the Commission.

(2) The representatives of the ministries shall be public servants not below the cadres of Grade Level 14
officers;

(3) A person appointed as amember of the Commission shall hold office for aterm of four years only and
shall not be eligiblefor re-appointment.

(4) A member of the Commission shall cease to hold office if the person:
(i) he or she becomes of unsound mind or isincapable of carrying out hisor her duties;

(ii) he or she becomes bankrupt;

(iii) he or sheis convicted of afelony or any offence involving dishonesty; or

(iv) he or sheisguilty of serious misconduct relating to hisor her duties.
(5) Members of the Commission appointed under this section shall be paid such remuneration and allowances
as the President, on the recommendation of the Revenue Mobilization Allocation and Fiscal Commission
may direct.
(6) Subject to Section 27 of the Interpretation Act, the Commission may make standing ordersregulating its
proceedings.

49. The quorum of the Commission shall be one-third of the members; and the validity of its proceedings
shall not be affected by any defect in the appointment of any member or by reason that a person not entitled
to do so took part in the proceedings.

50. (1) The Commission shall be empowered to:-
() disburse funds;

(b) appoint external auditors;
(c) oversee its own administration;

(d) engage in fund raising for the purpose of carrying out its functions.

51. (1) Thereishereby established for the Commission aTrust Fund for victim of Violence Against
Persons.

(2) TheTrust Fund shall be set up primarily for the purpose of providing aid for thevictim of Violence
Against Personsthrough:-

(&) rehabilitation of victim, individually or asagroup;

(b) reintegrating thevictiminto thesociety;

(c) provisonof shelter;




(d) provisionof legd ad;
(e) programmes on violenceagainst women,

(f) provison of guidanceand counsdlling;
(9) payment of medical expensesfor victim; and
(h) support of organizationswhich givedirect assistanceto victim of violenceagainst women.

52. (1) Pending the setting up of the Commission, themandate of National Agency for the Prohibitionof I nter i m
Trafficking in Personsand other rel ated matters (NAPTIP) ishereby expanded to administer and manage geg ulatory
theprovisonsof thisActintheinterim.

(2) TheNationa Agency for the Prohibition of Traffickingin Personsand other related matters shall
administer thisAct intheinterimin collaboration with relevant stakeholders, including faith based
organizetions

PART 6 CONSEQUENTIALAMENDMENT General Savings
53. (1) Any offencecommitted or proceedingsingtituted beforethe commencement of thisAct under the and Repeal
provisionsof the-
(a) Criminal Code CAP. 77 LFN 1990
(b) Penal Code CAP. 89 LNN 1963
(¢) Criminal Procedure Code
(d) Any other law inregulation relating to any act of violence defined by thisAct shall asthe casemay
require be enforced or continueto be enforced by the provisionsof thisAct.

(2) TheProvisionsof the Criminal Code, Penal Code and Criminal Procedure Code asit relatestaAP. 77 LEN 1990,

offencesprovided for inthisAct are hereby repealled. CAP. 89 LNN 1963
PART 7 INTERPRETATION
54, InthisAct— Interpretation

“ Abandonment of women, children and other persons’ meansdeliberately leaving women, children and
other personsunder the perpetrator’s care, destitute and without any means of subsistence;

“ Accredited serviceprovider” meansgovernmentd, non-governmenta, faith based, voluntary and chariteble
associationsor inditutionsproviding shelter, homes, counsdling, legd, financia, medica or other assstance
tovictimsof domestic violence and areregistered with the appropriate government ministry under the
provisonsof thisAct;

“Circumcision of agirl or woman” meanscutting off al or part of the external sex organsof agirl or
woman other than on medica ground.

“Civil proceedings’ means
i. proceedingsfor themaking, variation or discharge of aprotection order, safety order or interim
protection order;
ii. proceedingsby way of appeal or case stated which arerelated to proceedingsto which paragraph

(i) applies
il proceedings under thisAct for compensation or award;

“Court” meansboth the Magistrates Court and High Court




“Damageto property” meansthewilful destruction or causing of mischief to any property belongingtoa
person or in, which aperson has, avested interest;

“Dangerousweapon” meansany instrument and/or machinedirected toward aperson with theintention
of inflicting bodily harm on such person and includes, but isnot limited to, agun, knife, stick, whip or
other household appliance capable of inflicting bodily harm on aperson.

“Domedtic rdationship” meansare ationship between any person and aperpetrator of violence condtituted
inany of thefollowing ways.

() They are or weremarried to each other, including marriagesaccording to any law, custom or
reigion;

(i1) They liveor havelived together in arel ationship inthe nature of marriage, althoughthey are
not or werenot married to each other;

(iii) They arethe parentsof achild or children or are the personswho have or had aparental
responsibility for that child or children;

(iv) They arefamily membersrelated by consanguinity, affinity or adoption;

(v) They are or werein an engagement, dating or customary relationship, including actual or
perceived romantic, intimate or sexua relationship of any duration; or

(vi) They shareor recently shared the sameresidence.

“Domestic Violence” meansany act perpetrated on any personinadomestic rel ationship wheresuch act
causes harm or may causeimminent harm to the safety, health or well-being of any person and this
includesthefollowing acts;

“Economic abuse” meansforced financial dependence; denial of inheritance or succession rights, the
unreasonabl e deprivation of economic or financia resourcestowhich any personisentitled or which any
person requires out of necessity, including househol d necessities, mortgage bond repaymentsor payment
of rent in respect of ashared res dence; the unreasonable disposal or destruction of household effectsor
other property inwhich any person hasaninterest;

“Emergency monetary relief” means compensation for monetary |osses suffered by any person arising
froman act of violence and does not in any way constitute amaintenance order, including—

(8) Lossof earnings,

(b) Medical and dental expenses;

(¢) Relocation and accommodation expenses,

(d) Household necessities; or

(e) Legal feesrelated to obtaining and serving the protection order.

“Emotiond, verba and psychologica abuse’ meansapattern of degrading or humiliating conduct towards
any person, including repeated insults, ridicule or name calling; repeated threatsto causeemotiond pain;
or therepeated exhibition of obsess ve possessiveness, whichisof suchanatureasto condtituteaserious
invasion of such person’sprivacy, liberty, integrity or security;

“Forcedisolation fromfamily and friends’ includesbut isnot limited to preventing aperson from|leaving
thehome or from having contact with family, friends or the outside community;




“Harassment” meansengaging inapattern of conduct that inducesfear of harm or impairsthedignity of
apersonincluding stalking; repeatedly making tel ephone callsor inducing another personto maketelephone
calsto aperson, whether or not conversation ensues, repeatedly sending, delivering or causing delivery
of information such asletters, telegrams, packages, facsimiles, electronic mail, text messagesor other
objectsto any person;

“Harmful traditiona practices’ meansall traditional behaviour, attitudesand/or practices, which negatively
affect thefundamental rights of women, girls, or any person and includes harmful widowhood practices,
denid of inheritance or successonrights, femaegenital mutilation or femalecircumcision, forced marriage
andforcedisolationfrom family andfriends;

“Perpetrator” meansany person who hascommitted or alegedly committed an act of violence asdefined
above;

“Incest” meansanindecent act or an act which causes penetration with aperson whoisto his’her knowledge
his/her daughter/son, grand daughter/son, sister/brother, mother/father, niece/nephew, aunt/uncle,
grandmother/granduncle.

“Indecent exposure” meanstheintentional exposure of thegenital organs, or asubstantial part thereof,
withtheintention of causing distressto the other party

“Intimidation” meanstheuttering or conveying of athreat or causing any persontoreceiveathreet, which
inducesfear, anxiety or discomfort;;

“Physica abusg” meansactsor threstened actsof physica aggressiontowardsany person suchasdapping,
hitting kicking and begting;

“Political violence” meansany act or attempted act of violence perpetrated in the course of political
activities, such aselections, and includes any of thefollowing acts. thuggery, mugging, use of forceto
disrupt meetings, or the use of dangerousweaponsthat may cause bodily harmor injury;

“Protection officer” means an officer appointed under section 41 of thisActinrelationto and for the
purposeof thisAct;

“Rape’ meansaphysica invasion of asexua nature, perpetrated under circumstances, which arecoercive.
Coercivecircumstancesmay includethe useof physical force, threats, intimidation, extortion, abuse of
power and other formsof duress, which prey on fear or desperation;

“Sexual abuse” meansany conduct, which violates, humiliates or degradesthe sexual integrity of any
person;

“Sexual assault” meanstheintentional and unlawful touching, striking or causing of bodily harmto an
individua inasexua manner without his’her consent;

“Sexual exploitation” occurswhereaperpetrator, for financial or other reward, favour or compensation
invites, persuades, engagesor inducesthe servicesof avictim, or offersor performssuch servicesto any
other person;

“Sexual harassment” means unwanted conduct of a sexual nature or other conduct based on sex or
gender whichispers stent or seriousand demeans, humiliatesor createsahostileor intimidating environmertt.
Thismay includephysica, verbal or non-verbal conduct.




Sexud intimidation means
@ any action or circumstanceswhich amount to demand for sexud intercoursewith either amaleor
afemale under any guise, asacondition for passing examination, securing employment,

business patronage, obtai ning any favour inany formwhatsoever, asmay bedefinedinthisAct or
any other enactments,
(b) theactud demand for sexual intercoursewith either amaleor fema eunder any guise, as
acondition for passing examination, securing employment, bus ness patronage and or obtaining
any favour in any form whatsoever, asmay bedefined inthisAct or any other enactments;
(© actsof deprivation, withholding, replacing and or short-changing of entitlements, privileges,
rights, benefits, examination or test marks/scores, and any other form of disposition capabl e of
coercing any person to submit to sexual intercoursefor the purpose of receiving reprievethereto
(d) any other action or inaction construed assexud intimidation/harassment under any other
enactmentsinforcein Nigeria.

“Sexual violence” means any act or attempted act that coerces victims by force or threat of force,
inducement or undueinfluenceto engagein any conduct or sexual act that abuses, assaults, degrades,
exploits, harasses, humiliates, intimidates, or otherwiseviolatesthe bodily integrity and dignity of any
person whichincludes, but isnot limited to, enforced prostitution or forced pregnancy, rape, sexual
assault, sexud explaitation, sexua harassment, sexud intimidation, sexua davery;

“Sexud violencein conflict Stuations” meansrape, sexud davery, enforced progtitution, trafficking, forced
pregnancy or any other form of sexual violence congtituting aseriousviolation of the sexua autonomy;,
integrity and dignity of thevictimand which amountsto abreach under international human rightsand/or
humanitarianlaw;

“Spousal / Partner battery” meanstheintentional and unlawful use of force or violence upon aperson,
including theunlawful touching, beating or striking of ancther person againgt hisher will with theintention
of causing bodily harm to that person.

“Stalking” meansrepeatedly watching, or loitering outside of or near the building or placewhere such
person resides, works, carrieson business, studiesor happensto be; or repeatedly following, pursuing
or accosting any personinamanner whichinducesfear or anxiety;

“Substance attack” meansthe exposure of any personto any form of chemical, biological or any other
harmful liquid with theintention to causegrievous bodily harm, whichincludesbut isnot limited to acid
attack, hot water, hot ail;

“Trafficking” meansthe supply, recruitment, procurement, capture, removal, transportation, transfer,
harbouring, sale, disposal or receiving of aperson, within or acrossthe borders of the Federal Republic
of Nigeria, for usein sexua acts, including sexual exploitation or pornography of any person.;

“Victim” meansany person or persons, who, individually or collectively, have suffered harm, including
physica or mentd injury, emotiond suffering, economiclossor substantia impairment of their fundamental
rights, through actsor omissionsthat arein violation of thisAct and/or thecrimina lawsof the country.
Victimasoincludestheimmediatefamily or dependantsof thedirect victim and any other personwho
hassuffered harmininterveningto assst victimsin distress;

“Violence” inthisAct, unlessthe context otherwise requiresviolence meansany act or attempted act,
which causes or may cause any person physical, sexual, psychological, verbal, emotional or economic
harmwhether thisoccursin private or publiclife, in peacetimeand in conflict Stuations;




“Violenceinthe private sphere” meansany act or attempted act perpetrated by amember of thefamily,
relative, neighbour or member of acommunity, which causesor may causeany person physical, sexud,
psychologicd, verba, emotional or economic harm;

“Violenceinthe public sphere” meansany act or attempted act perpetrated by the State or non-State
actorsbefore, during and after eections, in conflict or war Stuations, which threatens peace, security and
well being of any person or the nation asawhole;

“Violence perpetrated by non-state actors’ includes:
(i) Wrongful arrest and detention;
(i) Assault;
(iif) Use of forcewithout lawful authority;
(iv) Unlawful entry intothe premises,
(v) Demoalition of property without due processes.

“Vulnerablegroups’ meanswomen, children, personsliving under extreme poverty, personswith disability,

thesick and the elderly, ethnic and religious minority groups, refugees, internally displaced persons,
migrantsand personsin detention;

55. ThisBill may becited asViolence Against Persons (Prohibition) Bill, 2010.

Short title




SCHEDULES
FIRST SCHEDULE
AFFIDAVIT,APPLICATION AND FORMSOF PROTECTION ORDER
FORM 1

GENERAL FORM OFAPPLICATION FOR PROTECTION ORDER

Inthe Court
Inthe Divison/District
Suit No
Between
A.B Complainant
And
CD Respondent

APPLICATION FOR PROTECTION ORDERBY THEVICTIM

The Complainant appliesthat he/she be protected by the Honourable Court by theissuance of a
protection order against the Respondent.

Dated this day of

Complainant/Complainant’s Counsel




FORM 2

GENERAL FORM OF APPLICATION FOR PROTECTION ORDER BY A PERSON OTHER
THAN THEVICTIM.

Inthe Court
Inthe Divison/ District
Suit No
Between

A.B Complainant

And
CD Respondent

And
E.F Guardian/ Socia Worker/ Police
Officer etc.

APPLICATION FOR PROTECTION ORDER BY A PERSON OTHER THAN THEVICTIM

I, E.F. GuardiantoA.B. the Complainant, hereby appliesthat AB be protected by the Honourable
Court by theissuance of aProtection Order against the Respondent.

Dated this day of

EF

Guardian/Police Officer/Socia Worker, etc




FORM 3

AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF APPLICATION FOR PROTECTION ODRER

Inthe Court

Inthe Divison/ Digtrict

Suit No

Between

A.B Complainant

And

CD Respondent
EF Respondent

[,A.B of hereby

make oath and state asfollows:

1. That | am the Complainant/ Guardian of the Complainant/ A Police Officer/ A Protection Officer/ An
Accredited Service Provider/ A Counsellor/ A Health Service Provider/ Social Worker/ Teacher etc

DEPONENT

Swornto at Court Registry

This day of

BEFOREME
COMMISIONER FOR OATHS.




FORM 4

CONSENT TOAPPLICATION FOR PROTECTION ORDER IN RELATION TOA PERSON
NOT BEINGA MINOR, MENTALLY RETARDED PERSON, UNCONSCIOUSORA
PERSON WHO THE COURT ISSATISFIED ISUNABLE TO PROVIDE CONSENT

Inthe Court
Inthe Divison/ Digtrict
SuitNo
Between
A.B Complainant
And
C.D Respondent
EF Guardian
CONSENT TOAPPLICATION FOR PROTECTION ORDER
[,AB Complainant inthis case hereby consent to the application

by EF, for theissuance of a Protection Order on my behalf.

Dated this day of

Complainant




FORM 5

GENERAL FORM OF INTERIM PROTECTION ORDER

Inthe Court
Inthe Division/ District
Suit No
Between
A.B Complainant
And
CD Respondent
And
EF Guardian/ Police
Officer etc
To: CD Respondent

INTERIM PROTECTION ORDER

WHEREA Sthe Complainant/ Guardian etc has applied that the Complainant be protected by this

Honourable Court against you;

AND WHEREA Sthereisprimafacie evidence that you have committed an act or acts of domestic

violence againgt the Complainant, or that thereisimminent likelihood of your committing such violence

againgt the Complainant;

You are hereby commanded to show cause onthe——— day of ————thereturn

date, why aprotection order should not beissued against you.

THISORDER shal serve asaprotection order for the Complainant until the return date.

Given under my hand this———— day of

Judge/ Magistrate




FORM 6

GENERAL FORM OF PROTECTION ORDER

Inthe Court
Inthe Divisiorn/ District
Suit No
Between

A.B Complainant

And
CD Respondent

And
EF Guardian/ Police
Officeretc

To: CD —Respondent

PROTECTION ORDER

WHEREA Sthe Complainant/Guardian, etc has applied that the complainant be protected by this
Honourable Court against you;

AND WHEREA Sthereisprimafacie evidence that you have committed an act or actsof domestic
violence against the complainant, or that thereisimminent likelihood of your committing such violence

againgt thecomplainant;

You are hereby prohibited from:
(insert whichever isappropriate)

@ committing any act of domestic violence;

(b) enlisting the help of another personto commit any such act;

(© entering ashared househol d: Provided that the court may imposethisprohibition
only if it appearsto bein the best interests of the complainant;

(d) entering aspecified part of such ashared household;

) entering the complainant’sresidence;

() entering the complainant’s place of employment;

) preventing thecomplai nant from entering or remaining inthe shared household or
aspecified part of the shared household;

(h) alienating or disposing the shared househol d or encumbering same;

(i) renouncing hisrightsin the shared household except infavour of the complainant;

) committing any other act asspecifiedin the protection order; and/or

k) asthecourt deemsfit.

Given under my handthis day of

Judge/ Magistrate




SECOND SCHEDULE

PROHIBITED DEGREESOF CONSANGUINITY AND AFFINITY

Consanguinity Affinity

Marriage of amanisprohibitedif thewomanis, or hasbeen his—
Ancestress Wife' smother
Descendant Wife sgrandmother
Sister Wife sdaughter
Father’ssister Wife sdaughter’ sdaughter
Mother’ssister Wife sson’sdaughter
Brother’sdaughter Father’swife
Sister’sdaughter Grandfather’swife

Son’'swife

Son’'sson’'swife
Daughter’sson’swife

Marriage of awomanisprohibited if themanis, or hasbeen, her—

Ancestor Husband' sfather
Descendant Husband' sgrandfather
Brother Husband’sson
Father’sbrother Husband’sson’sson
Mother’sbrother Husband’ sdaughter’'sson
Brother’sson Mother’shusband
Sister’'sson Grandmother’shusband
Daughter’shushand
Son’'sdaughter’shusband
Daughter’sdaughter’shusband

For the purposes of this Schedule, itisimmaterial whether therelationshipisof thewholeblood or
half-blood, or whether it istraced through, or to any person of illegitimatebirth.







